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Queen's guard. Though the Armada was defeated, for a time it
was thought that Parma would attempt an invasion - a miscon-
ception of his plight which even Drake, for all his sense of naval
strategy 3 shared.

In this situation, and despite the fears of some for her safety,
Elizabeth resolved to visit her army at Tilbury, where Leicester
was in command. * Good sweet Queen/ he wrote, when she told
him secretly of her intention, 'alter not your purpose.' On
3 August, ffull of princely resolution and more than feminine
courage ... she passed like some Amazonian empress through
all her army.5 *Lord bless you all/ she cried, as the men fell on
their knees and prayed for her. The following day, mounted on
a stately steed, with a truncheon in her hands, she witnessed a
mimic battle and afterwards reviewed the army. Nothing could
surpass the felicity of the speech that she made to them;

My loving people, we have been persuaded by some that are
careful of our safety, to take heed how we commit ourselves to
armed multitudes, for fear of treachery. But I assure you, I do not
deske to live to distrust my faithful and loving people. Let tyrants
fear. I have always so behaved myself that, under God, I have
placed my chiefest strength and safeguard in the loyal hearts and
good will of my subjects; and therefore I am come amongst you,
as you see, at this time, not for my recreation and disport, but being
resolved, in the midst and heat of the battle, to live or die amongst
you all, to lay down for my God, and for my kingdom, and for my
people, my honour and my blood, even in the dust. I know I have
the body of a weak and feeble woman, but I have the heart and
stomach of a king, and of a king of England too, and think foul
scorn that Parma or Spain, or any prince of Europe should dare to
invade the borders of my realm; to which, rather than any dis-
honour shall grow by me, I myself will take up arms, I myself will
be your general, judge, and rewarder of every one of your virtues
in the field* I know, already for your forwardness you have deserved
rewards and crowns; and we do assure you, in the word of a
prince, they shall be duly paid you.

The men gave a mighty shout At noon that day, as Elizabeth
was at dinner with Leicester, word was brought that Parma in-